
 

 
 

 
 
Czech-German Young Professionals Program 2019 
 
The Czech-German Young Professionals Program (CGYPP) established in 2008 is an international 
network of young experts, multipliers, movers and shakers from Germany and the Czech Republic from 
the fields of academia, business, media, politics, public administration and civil society. 
 
Goals 

CGYPP creates a growing international network for future leaders from Germany and the Czech 
Republic. The program aspires to give young professionals inducements and opportunities to develop 
their professional personality in an international and cross-field program. By exchanging and sharing 
experiences and perspectives, the participants not only broaden their horizons, improve communication 
and intercultural skills but also increase their social capital. Indirectly the program contributes to better 
Czech-German relations and mutual understanding. 

CGYPP offers 
 

▪ Three intense and high quality units consisting of seminars, on-site visits, peer-learning and 
intercultural team-building activities 

▪ Interaction with a broad range of German and Czech distinguished experts 

▪ The opportunity to develop one's own initiative or project 

▪ Improvement of presentation, language, intercultural, leadership and media skills 

▪ Stimulus for future professional career 

▪ Membership in a prestigious Alumni network 

Company chair 

For each program year, we assign four company chairs to selected companies. The advantages: 

▪ The young professionals proposed by the companies do not have to go through the normal 
application procedure (the candidate must, however, meet the profile requirements). 

▪ A company chair allows the corresponding candidate to attend the CGYPP's future program units 

for the entire duration of the specific program year. 

▪ The participant obtains a lifetime membership in the alumni network and thus a possibility to 
participate in all alumni events. 

▪ Representatives of the company are invited to public events of the respective program year. 
 

Structure 

One program year consists of 3 program units (workshops, 4 days) and an alumni meeting (2 days). 
Each workshop takes place in a different venue: in Berlin, Prague as well as in other cities. The seminars 
combine different types of activities and learning experiences: lectures give participants an 
opportunity to engage in discussions with leading experts from various fields. Peer learning and team 



 

 
 

building activities create a very friendly and collaborative environment. Last but not least, each 
seminar contains several on-site excursions to theme-related institutions, organizations and otherwise 
difficult-to-access venues.  

Locations and timeline 

                  1. Berlin, 8-11 March 2019 (Friday afternoon – Monday noon) 
                  2. Praha, 12-16 June 2019 (Wednesday evening – Sunday noon) 
                  3. Chemnitz and Cheb (tbc), 19-22 September 2019 (Thursday afternoon – Sunday    
                      noon) 

 

2019 program topic: “Bridging the Gaps” 

The city vs. rural areas, the poor vs. the rich, locals vs. outsiders, elites vs. the ordinary, us vs. them. 
After decades in which our democratic societies seemed to smooth down their differences and bridge 
some of their gaps, we are facing a sudden rise of new conflicts. The general public is fractured and 
there is a growing sense of uncertainty among people. The dividing lines stretch along many levels: 
not only between individuals, social classes, regions and states, but also across them. Rather than 
support dialogue, mass media and digital technologies polarize and mobilize the discontent and 
enraged citizens. Traditional politics is slow in reacting to these challenges. This gives rise to new 
radical forces, potentially undermining the very foundations of the liberal order. 

Are we witnessing the inevitable breakdown of the values and principles upon which our Western 
society was built? Is the reality indeed as bleak as it seems? Or does the current polarisation offer us 
a chance to forge a new way ahead? Are there ideas, concepts and initiatives fostering the 
coherence of our society under the new circumstances? Is there a possibility to provide space for 
public dialogue in today's split society? Are there new opportunities for possible cooperation 
between state and private actors?  

These and other topical questions will be addressed at the 10th year of the Czech-German Young 
Professionals Program (CGYPP). We want to engage in a creative, interactive and polemical 
discussion with a wide spectrum of political and economic leaders, prominent journalists and 
distinguished experts. We want to dig deeper into challenges and chances of today's world and 
share our knowledge with the general public. 

Sustainability 

The outcome of the CGYPP is a growing international network of committed and talented people. It 
offers the chance to make valuable contacts with both participants and visiting experts from Germany 
and the Czech Republic. The network is kept alive by annual meetings, other Alumni events and via 
social media. The alumni actively contribute to the network with their knowledge and contacts and help 
in organizing future program years. 

Who can apply and how to apply?  

Young professionals with at least 3 years’ work experience from the Czech Republic and Germany 
with strong interest in cross-sector and cross-border cooperation who speak fluent English. The selected 



 

 
 

participants are expected to attend all program component units in full. 

Please let us know about your interest to nominate Company Chair into the CGYPP program year 
2018 by December 20, 2018. We will arrange a meeting where the exact costs and details of the 
nomination will be discussed.  

Contact person:  

Zuzana Lizcová, Ph.D. zuzana.lizcova@amo.cz, +420 604 324 328 

 
Organizers and partners 

The program is co-organized by the Czech AMO and German European Academy Berlin. Since its 
pilot year in 2008, the program has been co-funded by the Czech-German Future Fund, 
www.fondbudoucnosti.cz.  
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